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Philochortus.

Latastia, part., Bouleng, Cat. Liz. iii. p. 54 (1887).

Philochortus Matschie, Sitzb. Ges. nat. Fr. Berl. 1893, p. 30.

Head-shields normal, save for the occasional absence of the

interparietal. Nostril j)ierced between two nasals and bordered
by the first upper labial or narrowly separated from that shield.

Lower eyelid scaly, more or less transparent in the middle.

Collar well marked. Back with two to six longitudinal series

of large plate-like scales ; ventral plates feebly imbricate, with
ti'uncate posterior border, smooth. Digits more or less com-
pressed, with smooth or keeled lamellar scales inferior!}'.

Femoral poi'es. Tail long, cylindrical.

Southern Arabia, Eritrea, Abyssinia, Somaliland.

This genus differs from Lacerta and Latastia in the longi-

tudinal series of enlarged plate-like scales on the back, an
approximation to the condition in Poromera, Tachydromus, and
llolaspis.

In all the species the parietal foramen is absent, and a few
small teeth are usually present on the pterygoids.

The subdigital lamell?e vary according to individuals ; they are

usually smooth or with two series of obtuse tubercles ; sometimes,
however, the tubercles form obtuse keels, and in a female of

P. neumanni there is a ratlier sharp keel along the middle.

8teindachner has alread}^ observed that of the two types of

P. hardeggeri one has the subdigital lamellae distinctly keeled,

whilst in the other the keels are scarcely indicated.

The species grouped under this genus thus afford another argu-

ment against the unnatural division of the Lacertidag into two
main groups, Liodactyli and Pristidactyli, according to the absence
or presence of keels on the lower surface of the digits, which the
state of things in Psammodromtis and Scaptira had already led

me to abandon.

* Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.
t For explanation of the Plates see p. 157.
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/Si/noj)sis of the Species.

I. Doi'sal plates smooth or very feeblj^ toeled; iiitevpavietiil usually absent or

separated from the occiyiital bj- the parietals meeting in the middle ; usunUy
4 upper labials anterior to the subocular; 11 to 15 femoral pores on each side.

30 to 42 dorsal jjlates and scales across the middle of the
body ; hind limb not reaching the ear; foot \\ to If
times length of head P. 'spinalis Peters.

28 or 30 dorsal plates and scales across the middle of the

body; hind limb reaching the (iar ; foot If times

length of head P phillipsii ^\gv.

I I. Dorsal plates more or less strongly, rarel}' feebly keeled ; interparietal in contact

with the occipital or separated from it by a small shield; usuallj' 5 upper
labials anterior to the subocular.

38 to 42 dorsal plates and scales across the middle of the
body ; 12 to 14 large Iceeled scales in a transverse

series between the hind limbs; supraoculars in con-

tact with the frontal ; 29 to 34 gular scales in a
longitudinal series ; 14 to 16 femoral pores on each
side ; 33 to 35 lamellar scales under the fourth toe. . P. neumanni Matscli.

33 to 40 dorsal plates and scales across the middle of the

body ; 12 to 18 lai-ge keeled scales in a transverse

series between the hind limbs ; supraoculars in con-

tact with the frontal; 21 to 28 gular scales in a
longitudinal series ; 12 to 18 femoral pores on each
side; 24 to .30 lamellar scales under the fourth toe. . P. intermedins BJgr.

24 to 30 dorsal plates and scales across the middle of the
body; 8 keeled plates in a transverse series between
the hind limbs; supraoculars usually separated from
the frontal by a series of granules ; 25 to 28 gular
scales in a longitudinal scries ; 11 to 13 femoral
pores on each side; 25 to 31 lamellar scales under
the fourth toe P. Jmrdec/fferi Stdr.

1. Philochortus spistalis. (PI. I. figs. 1,2.)

Lacerta spinalis Peters, Mon. Berl, Ac. 1874, p. 369, pi. —

.

fig 2.

Latastia spinalis Bouleng. Cat. Liz. iii. p. 57 (1887) ; Stejneg.

Proc. U.S. Nat. Mns. xvi. 1894, p. 717; Bouleng. Ann. Miis.

Genova, (2) xvi. 1896, p. 551 ; Tornier, Zool. Jahrb., Syst. xxii.

1905, p. 375 ; O. Neumann, t. c. p. 395.

Head and body feebly depressed. Head Ig to If times as long-

as broad, its depth equal to the distance between the anterior

corner of the e3^e and the tj'mpanum, its length 4 to 4-| times in

length to vent ; snout obtusely pointed, as long as postocular part

of head, with obtuse canthus. Pileus twice as long as broad.

Neck as broad as the head or a little narrower. Hind limb
i-eaching the shoulder .or between the shoulder and the ear in

males, the axil or the shoulder in females; foot 1|- to 1| times

as long as head ; toes slender, feebly compressed. Tail 2 to

2^ times as long as head and body.

Nostril pierced between 3 shields ; nasals forming a suture

behind the rostral, the suture |^ to f the length of the fronto-

nasal, which is much broader than long and broader than the

internarial space
;
prsefrontals forming a short median suture

;

frontal as long as its distance from the end of the snout, l.^ to
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Ij times ;is long as broad, angular in front, much narrower
behind, not or but very feebly grooved in front; parietals 1^ to

1^ times as long as broad, meeting on the median line, the inter-

parietal being small and separated from the occipital, or alto-

gether absent *
; occipital small t, triangidar. Two lai^ge subequal

supraoculars, preceded and followed by a small one (fii'st and
fourth), often broken up into two or more small shields or

granules, the first in contact with the frontal ; 6 or 7 super-

ciliaries, separated from the supraoculars by a series of granules.

Lower eyelid opaque or somewhat translucid, with feebly enlarged

scales in the middle, some of wdiich are deeper than the others.

Rostral not entering the nostril ; a single postnasal ; anterior

loreal shorter than the second + ; 4, rarely 5, upper labials

anterior to the subocular, which is usually narrower beneath

than above. A long narrow upper tempos'al, usually in contact

with the fourth supraocular, followed by one or two small shields

;

upper temporal scales small and granular or hexagonal, lower

larger ; a more or less distinct tympanic shield.

4 pairs of chin-shields, first two or three in contact in the

middle; 21 to 29 gular scalas between the symphysis of the chin-

shields and the median collar-plate, granular in front, graduall}'

or abruptly enlarged and imbricate behind, those of the last row
often as large as the plates of the collar ; no gnlar fold. Collar

with strongly serrated edge, composed of 7 to 10 plates.

Scales granular on the nape ; 2,4, or, rarely, 6, rows of

hexagonal plates along the back, usually smooth, sometimes ver}'-

feebly keeled ; these plates rafher small and usually merging
gradually into the granular, fiat, smooth, or obtusely keeled

scales on the sides ; 30 to 42 plates and scales across the middle

of the body. Ventral plates in 6 longitudinal and 27 to 32 trans-

verse series, the border of the transverse series notched between

the plates the median pair of which is narrower than the others.

Prseanal plates small and irregular, or two median enlarged.

11 to 15 femoral pores on each side. 27 to 30 lamellar scales

under the fourth toe.

Caudal scales forming alternately longer and shorter whorls,

upper oblique, rather strongly and diagonally keeled, rounded or

obtusely pointed behind, lower feebly keeled, basals smooth ; 21

to 28 scales in the fourth or fifth whorl behind the postanal

granules.

Young dark brown or black on the body, with 6 yellowish-

white longitudinal streaks, the median pair bifurcating on the

nape, the outer branch extending to the superciliary edge, and
uniting on the base of the tail ; the upper lateral streak from the

eye to the tail, passing above the tympanum, the lower from

* Absent in the type-specimen and in most of the 59 specimens from Gliinda

examined by me. I was vvi-onjj in thinking the absence of this shield in the type-

specimen to be an individual anomaly.
+ Divided into two in the type-specimen.

X Ab.sent in the tyiie-speciinen.
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the upper lip to the thigh, passing through the t3'mpanum and
above the fore limb, reappearing on the back of the thigh ; upper
surface of head pale brown, with or without darker mottling;
upper surface of fore limb pale brown, the shields dark-edged, of

hind limb brown with round white spots ; lower parts white ; tail

coral-red. These markings may entirely disappear in the adult,

or the dai'k spaces between the light streaks may be replaced by
longitudinal series of dark brown or black spots on a yellowish-

brown ground.

Measurements, in millimetres.

1. 2. 3.

From end of snout to vent 55 49 52

foi-e limb ... 19 17 18

Head 12 12 12

Width of head 7 7 7

Depth of head 6-5 6 6

Porelimb 19 17 17

Hindlirab 34 31 31

Foot 17 16 16

Tail s.
— 122 123

1. <?,RugdeiaSog-heira. 2. c?, Gliinda. 3. ? , Ghinda.

Particulars of specimens examined.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

J, Rngdeia Sogheira, Adal... 55 34 29 8 26 13-12 29

„ Gbinda 53 34 29 9 21 14-15 30

„ ., 49 33 27 9 24 12 27

;.... 49 37 29 7 22 14-15 28

?, „ 55 37 32 8 29 15 29

52 38 32 7 22 12 28

„ 47 36 32 7 25 13 28

1. Length to vent (in millimetres). 2. Plates and scales across middle of body.
3. Transverse series of ventral plates. 4. Plates in collar. 5. Gular scales in a
straight line between sj-mphysisof chin-shields and median collar-plate. 6. Femoral
pores (right and left). 7. Lamellar scales under fourth toe.—Same tabulation for
the follovs'ing species.

Habitat. Eritrea. The type-specimen is from Bogos.
I have examined the type-specimen and one from Adal in

the Berlin Museum, two from Rugdeia Sogheira, and 59 from
Ghinda, in the Genoa Museum.

2. Philochortus phillipsii. (PI. I. figs. 3, 4.)

Latastia phillipsii Bouleng. Ann. & Mag. N. H.
131.

(7) ii. 1898,

Head and body rather depi'essed. Head about 1| times as long
as broad, its depth equal to the distance between the centre of

the eye and the tympanum, its length a little more than 4 times
in length to vent ; snout obtusely pointed, as long as postocular
part of head, with obtuse canthus. Pileus twice as long as broad.
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Neck a little narrower than the head. Hind linih reaching tlie

ear-opening; foot Ij to 1|- times as long as head; toes slender,

compressed. Tail 2k to 22. times as long as head and body.

Nostril pierced between 3 shields ; nasals foi-ming a suture

behind the rostral, the suture ^ to g the length of the fi-onto-

nasal, which is much broader than long and broader than the

internarial space
;
prtefrontals forming a short median suture

;

frontal as long as its distance from the end of the snout, nearly

twice as long as broad, angular in front, much narrower behind,

feebly grooved; parietals 1| times as long as broad, meeting on
the median line between the narrow or very small interparietal

and the small triangular occipital. 4 supraoculars, first small,

divided into two and in contact with the frontal, second and
third large and subequal, fourth small and sometimes divided

into two ; 5 or 6 superciliaries, separated from the supraoculars

,

by a series of granules. Lower eyelid transparent in the middle,

with feebly enlarged scales, some of which are deeper than the

others. Rostral not entering the nostril ; a single postnasal

;

anterior loreal shorter than second ; 4 upper labials anterior to

the subocular, which is a little narrower beneath than above.

A long narrow upper temporal, in contact with the fourth

supraocular, followed by two small shields ; upper temporal

scales small and granular, lower large ; a distinct tympanic
shield.

4 pairs of chin-shields, first three in contact in the middle

;

21 gular scales in a straight median line, granular in front,

gi'adually enlarged and imbricate towards the collar, which is

formed of 9 plates.

Scales flat, granidar on the nape, siibimbricate and smooth or

faintly keeled on the body, with the two series on the spine much
enlarged and plate-like, hexagonal, and twice as broad as long

;

28 or 30 plates and scales across the middle of the body. Yentral

plates in 6 longitudinal and 26 transverse series, the border of the

transverse series notched between the plates, the median pair of

which is narrower than the others. Two enlaiged prseanal plates,

one in front of the other, with smaller plates anteriorly and
laterally.

13 femoral pores on each side. 27 to 30 lamellar scales under
the fourth toe.

Caudal scales forming alternately somewhat longer and shorter

whorls, upper oblique, rather strongly keeled, obtusely pointed

behind ; 20 scales in the fourth or fifth whorl.

Young dark brown above, with 5 yellowish longitudinal streaks,

the median bifurcating on the nape, each branch extending to

the middle of the posterior border of the parietal shield ; the

lateral streaks occupying the same position as in P. spinalis.

Adult grey above, with 3 lemon-yellow longitudinal streaks, the

median forked on the nape, and with crowded black dots forming

a band from the temple to above the hind limb ; limbs speckled

with black. Lower parts white. Tail red in the young.
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Measurements, in millimetres.

From end of snout to vent 42

,, „ foi'e limb „ 16

Head 10

Widthofhead 6

Depth of head 5

Fore limb '. 16

Hindlifflb 29

Foot 16

Tail 114

This species is known from two specimens obtained at Berbera,

Somaliland, by Mr. E. Lort Phillips. Distinguished from the

preceding by the longer foot and by the light streaks being in

odd number on the body.

3. Philochortus neumanni. (PL II. fig. 1.)

Philochortus neumanni Matschie, Sitzb. Ges. nat. Fr. Berl.

1893, p. 30.

Latastia neumanni Anders. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1895, p. 643,

pi. xxxvii. fig. 1; 8teind. Denkschr. Ak. Wien, Ixix. 1901, p. 330.

Latastia hardeggeri, part., Anders. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1901, ii.

p. 145.

Head and body feebly depressed. Head about 1| times as long

as broad, its depth equal to the distance between the centre of

the eye and the tympanum, its length 4 to 4| times in length to

A'ent ; snout obtusely pointed, as long as postocular part of head,

with obtuse cant'hus. Pileus twice as long as broad. Neck as

broad as the head or a little narrower. Hind limb reaching the

collar or between the collar and the ear; foot If to 1| times as

lone as head ; toss slender, compressed. Tail 2| to nearly 3 times

as long as head and body.

Nostril separated from the upper labial and the postnasal l^y a

narrow rim*; nasals forming a sutifre behind the rostral, the

suture J to I the length of the frontonasal, which is much
broader than long and broader than the internarial space; prse-

frontals forming a short median suture ; frontal as long as its

distance from the end of the snout, If to 2 times as long as

broad, angular in front, narrower behind, not grooved
;
parietals

1^ to If times as long as broad ; interparietal small, usually

separated from the occipital by a small shield. 4 supraoculars,

first small and usually in contact with the frontal, second and

third large and subequ.d, fourth small and sometimes broken up

into two or three ; 6 or 7 superciliaries, separated from the supra-

oculars by a series of granfiles. Lower eyelid somewhat trans-

parent, with feebly enlarged scales in the middle, some of which

are deeper than the others. Eostral not entering the nostril

;

a single postnasal ;
anterior loreal shorter than the second ; 5,

* Exactb' as in Lacerfa perspiciUuta.



OF THE GENUS rmLOC'UOKTi:S(. 151

rarely 4 *, upper labials anterior to the suboculnr, wliicli is a little

narrower beneath than above. A long narrow upper tenipoial,
usually in contact with the fourth supraocular, followed by one
or two small shields; temporal scales mostly hexagonal, very
small above, lai-ger beneath ; a narrow curved tympanic shield.

5 pairs of chin-shields, first three in contact in the middle ; 29
to 34 gular scales in a straight line in the middle, granular in
front, gradually or abruptly enlarged and imbricate towards the
collar ; no gular fold. Collar with strongly serrated edge, com-
posed of 7 to 10 plates.

Scales granular and smooth on the nape, rhombic, juxtaposed
or subimbricate, and obtusely keeled on the body ; 4 or 6 series

of hexngonal plates along the back, more or less strongly keeled
;

38 to 42 plates and scales across the middle of the bod}^ f ; 12 or
14 large keeled scales in a transverse series between the hind
limbs. '\''entral plates in 6 longitudinal and 28 to 31 transverse
series, the border of the transverse series feebly notched between
the plates, the median pair of which is narrower than the others.

Prseanal plates small and irregular, or two lai'ge one in front of

the other, or three large forming a 'triangle.

14 to 16 femoral pores on each side. 33 to 35 lamellar scales
luider the fourth toe.

Caudal scales in altei-nating somewhat longer and shorter
whorls, upper oblique, strongly and diagonally keeled, rounded
or obtusely pointed behind, lower keeled ; 26 to 30 scales in the
fourth or fifth whorl behind the postanal granules.

Brown to blackish above, with six yellowish-white streaks, two
along the back, diverging on the nape, and two on each side, the
upper from behind the eye to the base of the tail, passing above
the tympanum, the lower from the upper lip, through the tym-
yianum and above the fore limb, to the base of the thigh ; the
dark band between the two light lateral streaks sometimes
spotted with whitish ; upper surface of head and limbs pale
brown; lower parts white; tail pale brown above, yellowish
beneath, orange-red distally in the young.

Measurements, in millimetres.

.? 1. 2, 3.

From end of snout to vent 73 82 80

„ „ tore linil) ... 29 29 28

Head 18 19 18

Width of head 11 12 11

Deptliofhead Oo 10 9

Fore limh 26 30 26
Hind limb 48 53 47
Foot r 25 28 25
Tail 205 190 200

1. (?,Mt. Mauif. 2. ? , Mt. Manif. 3. ?,I^hej.

* 111 the female from Mt. Manif.

t Anderson's count, 47, is taken hfi;-her jqi the bixly.
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Particulars of specimens examined.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

^, Mt. Mauif 73 38 30 7 33 15-16 34

cJ, „ 82 38 29 7 29 U 31

HgT., „ 50 39 28 9 M 15 31

$,Labej 80 42 31 8 31 16 33

Hgr., „ 53 40 30 10 32 14-15 35

The type-specimen, preserved in the Berlin Museum, has been

compared with the specimens from Lahej.

Habitat. This species is only known from South -Western
Arabia inland of Aden, specimens having been obtained at Lahej

and in the Wadis below Mt. Manif, near Lahej.

4. Philochortus IjSttermedius, sp. n. (PI, II. figs. 2, 3.)

Latastia hardeggeri (non Steind.), Bouleng. Ann. & Mag. N. H.

(7) ii. 1898, p. 130.

Latastia hardeggeri, part., Anders. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1901, ii.

p. 145.

Head and body rather depressed. Head \t to If times as long-

as broad, its depth equal to the distance between the anterioi-

corner or the centre of the eye and the tympanum, its length

4 to 4^ times in length to vent in males, 4^ to 5 times in

females ; snout obtusely pointed, as long as postocular part of

head, with obtuse canthus. Pileus 2 to 2^ times as long as

broad. Neck as broad as the head or a little narrower. Hind
limb reaching the elbow or the axil in females, the axil, the

shoulder, or the collar in males; foot 1^ to Ig times as long as

head ; toes slender, compressed. Tail 2 to 2| times as long

as head and body.

Nostril separated from the upper labial and the postnasal by a

narrow rim ; nasals forming a suture behind the rostral, the

suture 1- to f the length of the frontonasal, which is broader

than long and broader than the internarial space
;
prsefrontals

forming a short median suture : frontal as long as its distance

from the end of the snout or a little shorter, 1-| to 2 times as

long as broad, angular or rounded in front, narrower behind, not

or but feebly grooved
;
parietals 1| to If times as long as broad

;

interparietal 2 to 3 times as long as broad, in contact with the

occipital, which is usually broader and about half as long.

4 supraoculars, first small, sometimes broken up into 2 or 3, and

as often as not in contact with the frontal, second and third

large and equal or second a little longer, fourth small and usually

broken up into 2 or 3 ; 6 or 7 superciliaries, separated from the

supraoculars by a complete series of granules, or first in contact

with the first and second supr-aoculars. Lower eyelid somewhat
transparent, with feebly enlarged scales in the middle, some of

Avhich may be deeper than the others. Rostral not entering the
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nostril ; a single postnasal ; auterioi- loreal shorter than the
second ; 5, rarely 4 *, upper labials anterior to the subocular,
which is narrower beneath than above. A long narrow upper
temporal, usually in contact with the fourth supraocular, usually
followed by one or two small shields ; temporal scales very small
and granular above, much larger beneath ; a curved tympanic
shield.

4 pairs of chin-shields, sometimes followed by a small fifth,

first three in contact in the middle ; 21 to 28 gular scales in a
straight line in the middle, giauular in front, gradually or
abruptly enlarged and imbricate towards the collar ; no gular
fold. Collar with strongly seriated edge, composed of 7 to 10
(exceptionally 4) plates.

Scales granvdar and smooth on the nape, rhombic and keeled
on the body ; 2 or 4 series of hexagonal plates along the back,
more or less strongly keeled, rarely faintly keeled ; 33 to 40
plates and scales across the middle of the body ; 12 to 18 large
keeled scales in a transverse series between the hind limbs.
Yentral plates in 6 longitudinal and 27 to 32 transverse series

(27 to 30 in males, 30 to 32 in females), the border of the trans-
verse series feebly notched between the plates, the median pair of
which is narrower than the others. Pra^anal plates small and
irregular, or two or three enlarged ones in the middle, in a series

or three forming a tiiangle.

12 to 18 femoral pores on each side. 24 to 30 lamellar scales

under the fourth toe.

Caudal scales in alternately somewhat longer and shorter
whorls, upper oblique, strongly and diagonally keeled, rounded
or obtusely pointed behind, lower keeled ; 24 to 28 scales in the
fourth or fifth whorl behind the postanal granules.

Young black on the upper surface of the body, with 6 yellow
streaks, the median pair diverging towards the occiput, to em-
brace an additional pair of short streaks, or each streak bifurcating
just before reaching the occiput ; the upper lateral streak ex-
tends from behind the eye to the base of the tail, j^f^ssing above
the tympanum, the lower from the upper lip, through the tym-
panum and above the fore limb, to the thigh ; head and upper
surface of fore limbs brown, hind limbs and tail coral-red, throat
and belly white.

These markings may persist more or less distinctly in the adult,

which vary much in colour ; the blackish bands betAveen the light

streaks may be much spotted with whitish, or broken up into

spots, or the upper parts may be gre}^ bi-own, or reddish with
7 blackish longitudinal streaks (9 behind the occiput) or merely
with two series of blackish spots on ench side. Tail often reddish
towards the end.

* 4 in two specimens only.

Proc. Zool. Soc— 1917, N'o. XI. 11
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Measurements, in millimetres.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

From end of snout to vent 71 68 56 85 53

fore limb... 27 25 20 25 17

Head 18 17 13 17 11

Width of head 11 H 8 12 7

Depth of head 9 8 6-5 9 6

Forelimh 24 24 18 26 16

Hindlimb ' 42 42 29 45 29

Foot 22 23 16 25 15

Tail 175 180 145 200 —
1. <J, Wagga. 2,3. (J, Berbera. 4,5. ? (gravid), Berbera.

Particulars of specimens examined.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

<?,Wagga 76 40 30 9 28 16-14. 26

71 34 29 9 27 18-17 30

',] " 52 36 28 7 24 14 27

$, „ 57 38 30 7 26 14-16 27

<J, Berbera 43 34 27 9 22 12 28

„ Inland of Berbera ... 68 40 28 9 27 16 29

... 68 37 29 9 25 16-15 27

... 56 36 29 11 25 14 28

„ „ ... 55 39 29 8 25 15-14 27

... 55 36 28 10 24 14-15 24

„ • „ ... 53 36 29 4 23 14 28

,', „ ... 53 34 28 8 23 14-13 26

... 51 40 27 9 26 13 29

9, ., ... 85 36 30 7 25 14-15 25

„ ... 85 37 32 8 26 16-15 29
"

,, ... 80 36 30 9 24 15-14 28

^', „ ... 75 37 30 9 25 16-15 29

", „ ... 71 39 31 10 28 17-16 30

„ ... 67 40 30 9 24 15 28

", „ ... 58 34 30 9 25 14 27

„ „ ... 55 39 31 8 23 13 28

„ „ ... 53 33 30 10 21 15-13 25

„ „ ... 51 36 30 8 23 14-13 29

Habitat. Northern Somaliland at and near Berbera.

5. Philochortus hardeggeri. (PI. II. figs. 4, 5.)

Latastia hardeggeri Steind. Ann. Hofmus. Wien, vi. 189],

p. 371, pi. xi. ; Bouleng. Zool. Rec. 1893, Rept. p. 23 ; Tornier,

Zool. Jahrb., Syst. xxii. 1905, p. 375.

Eremias heterolepis, Boettg. Zool. Anz. 1893, pp. 115, 193.

Latastia degeni Bouleng. Ann. & Mag. N. H. (7) xi. 1903,

p. 55.

Head and body rather depressed. Head about 1| times as

long as broad, its depth eqvial to the distance between the

anterior corner or the centre of the eye and the tympanum,
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its length 4| to 5 times in length to vent ; snout pointed, as

long as postocLilar part of head, with lather sharp canthus.

Pileus 1| to 2 times as long as broad. Neck as broad as the
head or a little narrower. Hind linib reaching the shoulder,

the collar, or between the collar and the ear ; foot If to | times

as long as head ; toes slender, compressed, Tail 2| to 3| times as

long as head and body.

ISTostril between three shields, or separated from the upper
labial and the postnasal by a narrow rim ; nasals forming a
suture behind the rostral, the suture 5 to f the length of the

frontonasal, which is much broader than long and broader than
the internarial space

;
prsefrontals forming a short median suture

;

frontal as long as its distance from the end of the snout or a, little

shorter, 1| to 1| times as long as broad, angular or rounded in

front, narrower behind, distinctly gi-ooved ; parietals 1| to 1^
times as long as broad, in contact with the upper postocular

;

interparietal extremely narrow, in contact with or nai-rowly

separated from the very small occipital *. Two large supra-

oculars, subequal or anterior the shorter, entirely surrounded
by a sei'ies of granules t, of which larger ones I'epresent the

first and fourth supraoculars ; 5 or 6 superciliaries. Lower
eyelid somewhat transparent, with feebly enlarged scales in the
middle, some of which may be deeper than the othei'S. Rostral

not entering the nostril ; a single postnasal ; anterior loreal

shorter than second ; 5 upper labials anterior to the subocular,

which is narrower beneath than above. A long narrow upper
temporal, followed by a shorter shield ; temporal scales very
small and gi-anular above, much larger beneath ; a small curved
tympanic shield usually present.

• 4 pairs of chin-shields, first three in contact in the middle ; 25
to 28 gular scales in a straight line in the middle, granular in

front, gradually or abruptly enlarged, and imbricate towards
the collar ; no gular fold. Collar with strongly serrated edge,

composed of 7 or 8 jolates.

Scales granular and smooth behind the occiput, i-hombic, sub-

imbricate, and keeled on the body ; 4 or 6 series of hexagonal
strong!}'- keeled plates along the back, 8 between the hind limbs.

24 to 28 J plates and scales across the middle of the body.

Ventral plates in 6 longitudinal and 27 to 30 transvei'se series,

the border of the transverse series feebly notched between the

plates, the median pair of which is narrower than the others.

PraBanal plates small and irregular, or one enlarged.

11 to 13 femoi-al pores on each side. 25 to 31 lamellar scales

under the fourth toe.

Caudal scales in nearly equal whorls, upper oblique, strongly

* A small sbield between the interparietal and the occipital in one young
specimen.

t In one of the two type- specimens described by Steindachntr, tlie circle of granules

is incomplete, the supraoculars being in contact with the frontal.

X 30 in the type of Eremias lieterole;pis, according to Boettger.

. 11*
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and diagonally keeled, pointed and more or less distinctly

mucronate behind, lower keeled, except the basals ; 22 to 28

scales in the fourth or fifth whorl behind the postanal granules.

Young black above with five yellowish-white longitudinal

streaks, the median bifurcating on the nape, the two laterals

as in the preceding species ; head and limbs brown above, hind
limbs wdth round white spots ; throat and belly white, lower
surface of hind limbs and tail coral-red. Adult brown above,

with a more or less distinct yellow vertebral streak, bifurcating

on the nape and extending some way down the tail ; each of the

dorsal plates with a small blackish spot ; sides of body pale

greyish brown, with a series of large blackish spots or bars

;

lower parts white.

Measurements, in millimetres.

1. 2. 3.

From end of snout to vent ! .

.

70 70 56

fore limb ... 23 24 19

Head 14 14 13

Widthofhead 10 9 8

Depth of head 7 8 6

Fore limb 22 22 18

Hindlimb 42 38 34

Foot 22 21 18

Tail 180 170 155

1. (?, Berbera. 2. ? , Berbera. 3. '^ ,Ma.ndah, type oi L. deffeni

Particulars of specimens examined.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

(J,Berbera 70 24 27 7 25 11 26

?, ,, 70 26 30 7 28 11 25

65 26 28 7 28 12-13 28

„ Mandah 56 24 30 7 26 11 31

Habitat. Northern Somaliland and Abyssinia. The type-

specimens, preserved in the Vienna Museum, are from between
Hensa and Artec, near HaiT'ar.

This species is distinguished from the two preceding by the
lower number of plates and scales across the body, and by
the nearly constant presence of a series of granides between
the supraoculars and the frontal ; also by the light vertebral

sti"eak.

List of the Specimens in the British Museum.

Fhilocliortus spinalis Peters.

1. (J

.

Rugdeia Sogheira, Adal, Eritrea. Marquis 0. Autinori.
2-9. (? $ & yg. Ghinda, Eritrea. Signer Ragazzi.

Fhilocliortus phillipsii Blgr.

1-2. 3" & hgr., types. Berbera, Somaliland. E. Lort Phillips, Esq.
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1-2. 9 & hgr.
3-5. d" ? & hgr.

1-10. ^ ? & yg.,
types.

11. 6", type.

12-30. <? ? & yg.,

types.

1- (?j type of La-
tastia degeni.

2-6. (? ? & yg.

FMIochortiis neumanni Matscliie.

Lahej, near Aden.
Wadis below Mt. Manif, X.of Laliej.

Fliilochortus intermedius Blgr.

Wagga, Goolis Mts., 3000-4000 ft.,

Somaliland.
Berbera, Somaliland.
Inland of Berbera, up to 400 ft.

Philochortus hardeggeri Stdr.

Mandah, Somaliland.

Inland of Berbera, np to 400 ft.

Col. Yerbiiry.

A. B. Percival, Esq.

G. W. Bury, Esq.

E. Lort Phillips, Esq.
G. W. Bury, Esq.

Mr. E. Degen.

G. W. Bury, Esq.

EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES.

Plate I.

Fig. 1. FhilocJiortus spitialis, p. 146, $ ; "at. size.

la
16.

Ic.
2.

3.

3 a.

3 6.

3 c.

4.

Upper view of head, X 2.

Side

„ Scales in middle of back, X 3.

., Young, nat. size.

pMllipsii, p. 148, $ , nat. size.

„ Upper view of head, X 2.

Side

„ Scales in middle of back, X 4.

„ Young, nat. size.

PlATE II.

Fig. 1. PhilocJiortus neumanni, p. 150, $ , nat. size.

2.

2 a.

26.
2 c.

3.

4.

5.

intermedius, p. 152, $ > nat. size.

„ Upper view of head, X 2.

„ Side „ „ „

„ Scales in middle of back, X 3.

„ Young, nat. size.

hardeggeri, p. 154, $ , nat. size.

„ Young, nat. size.


